Training Hungarian primary health care teachers: the relevance of a UK postgraduate course for health educators.
This study constituted a formative evaluation of the relevance of the MSc course to the needs of Hungarian primary health care educators. A qualitative, naturalistic approach using in-depth interviews was used to construct the meaning of the experience of the MSc for the Hungarian participants. Interviews were triangulated using observation and documentary analysis. The University of Exeter's Institute of General Practice. Eight Hungarian primary health care professionals. The evaluation data revealed that the attitude of the Hungarian students to their role as medical educators had been substantially changed by exposure to western models of adult education. There were a number of 'clashes of expectation' between the Hungarian students and the course staff in relation to the course requirements. Reconciliation of these differing expectations required a sequence of ongoing adjustments to the course content and delivery. Existing postgraduate courses for health educators can accommodate the needs of medical teachers from countries who are developing their primary health care education systems. Successful accommodation is facilitated by ensuring an adequate preparation in relation to language fluency, academic requirements of the course, familiarization with modern approaches to adult education as well as with the local health care delivery system.